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WHAT A
YEAR IT WAS

GOING
GREEN

MORE THAN
JUST THRIFT

A year we will never forget,
recapped to show the incredible
work GWCFB did to triple the
amount of food being distributed
in 2020. p. 02

The FARM is helping reduce
administrative costs so more food
can be given out in areas of need
thanks to the installation of its
new solar array. p. 03

Country Thrift Market offers
more than what you might
imagine, including unique, athome projects for those with a
green thumb. p. 04

TRAINING CENTER
CLASSES OPENING SOON
Classes and events are in the works.
Of all the programs offered by the Food Bank, none were impacted
more than Healthy Habits Training Center. We are excited to begin
working to offer on-site training opportunities for 2021 - see our
website for the most up-to-date details in the coming weeks. To
kick things off, our first class is for Food Bank clients, learning how
to start your own garden!

MOVING
FOWARD
Refocusing for 2021

As we all toss out the anxiety and
despair that 2020 brought to our
society, we refocus our programs
towards a prosperous and growthoriented 2021.
The three main components we
will focus on this year is all food
product being:
Fresh
Healthy
Local

WHAT A YEAR IT WAS
Recapping what a pendemic looks like for food insecurity
Thrice. Thrice is a word used rather sparingly when describing something in a
threefold manner or degree. "Twice" is used rather regularly, but something
doubling in size or manner is more common that increasing threefold. This
word, "thrice" is a perfectly analogous adverb to recap Greater Washington
County Food Bank's growth of importance in the community in 2020: three
times as much food distributed, three times as many new clients, and three
times as many new donors than the previous year.
We saw the poundage distributed by Greater Washington County Food Bank
increase from 2.9M pounds in 2019 to 7.5M pounds in 2020. We saw monthly
new signups raise from roughly 120/month to as high as 400+. We saw the
number of individual donation transactions increase from roughly 1,200
transactions to 4,214 donation transactions.
Thrice the output, thrice the need, and thrice the support. What a year it was.

As we move forward, we will
continue our efforts and resources
to provide the freshest options for
those needing food assistance
around the county.
We are focusing on distributing
healthy foods, such as fresh fruits,
vegetables, and dairy, and limit the
distribution of unhealthy, sugary
food products to the best of our
ability during 2021.

The three main
components we
will focus on is all
food product being
fresh, healthy, and
local.
We are developing programs to
partner with Washington County
farms to distribute healthy food
items to the clients we serve,
allowing local to support local.
We can not just focus on
distributing food, but addressing
the chain of events that leads to
food insecurity through nutritious,
educational distributions.
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GOING GREEN
New solar array nearly eliminates electric
bill, allowing funds to be reallocated
towards food purchases
Greater Washington County Food Bank has been reimagining the food banking model over the last five
years. In addition to distributing millions of pounds of
food each year, the Food Bank has attempted not only
to feed, but to educate and assist their clients from being
food-insecure to self-sustaining. Ending food insecurity
in Washington County goes beyond just distributing
food. All that effort requires a lot of electricity, which is
now offset by a 544-panel, 209kW solar array, located
on The FARM at Greater Washington County Food
Bank. The solar array was officially connected January
12th, and renewable energy production began on
February 2nd, 2021.
The Food Bank, which is also home to Healthy Habits
Training Center, Country Thrift Market, and The
FARM, requires a large amount of energy, in large part
due to the refrigeration and freezer units to keep food
products at appropriate temperatures.
All this innovation is not just to meet the food need, but
to address the underlying attribute that leads to food
insecurity. “Our intent is to offset the cost of our electric
utility, while being able to educate the community on
eco-friendly practices and becoming self-sustaining.
Our goal as an organization is much like the goal we
have for our clients – to grow and become selfsustaining and create opportunities to better ourselves,”
said Connie Burd, Executive Director.
Recognition should certainly be given to Ed
Johnstonbaugh, a Penn State Extension Renewable
Energy Educator, who became instrumental in bringing
Greater Washington County Food Bank to the forefront

of renewable energy for farms in Washington County.
Through his leadership and guidance, the food bank has the
potential of eliminate its annual electric bill and reallocate
those funds towards serving its mission.
The solar array was funded by in part by Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development,
Neighborhood Assistance Program, with support from West
Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund, Northwest Bank, UPMC
Health Plan, and Washington Financial Bank. Funds were the
purpose of farming and sustainability infrastructure, with zero
funds diverted from food purchase accounts. Excess energy
production will be sold as solar-renewable energy credits,
acting as a potential revenue source for the organization, and
the annual budget for electric utility can now be allocated
towards food purchase.
The Agricultural Innovations Manager, Grant Johnson, said,
“The installation of ‘solar farms’ is becoming a more prevalent
opportunity for farms in PA to make use of their underutilized
land. This system can serve as an example for other farms and
small businesses on how to implement a solar project of this
scale.”
Be on the lookout for educational opportunities relating to
farming and farming education as we get further into 2021.
Want to volunteer or get involved? Visit gwcfb.org/volunteer to
sign up!

A special "thank you" to
Groundhog Solar, the PAbased small business who
installed the solar array and
was a crucial piece of the
puzzle in this effort of
implementing systems for
cost-savings
for
Greater
Washington County Food
Bank.
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Our goal as an
organization is
much like the goal
we have for our
clients - to grow
and become selfsustaining...
Winter Edition

MORE THAN YOUR TYPICAL
THRIFT MARKET
Think Goodwill mixed with Aldis mixed
with farmers market - and people love it!

Located in a former market, Country Thrift Market is
the best kept secret on Rt. 40 that we don't want to be
a secret to anyone! Open to the general public,
Country Thrift Market has more than gently used
clothing for sale. When you first walk in, you'll first
pass aisles full of health and personal care items such
as name-brand protein bars, dietary shakes and
supplements, as well as snack food. As you continue,
you'll pass personal hygiene items like shampoo,
conditioner, deodorant, skin care products, and even
hair dye.
Next, you are guided past the cooking section with
everything from spices, oils, and baking needs to
appliances, utensils, and beverages. As you circle
through the store, you'll find baby formula, cough
drops, ointments, Band-Aids and a vibrant seasonal
section. All of this, and then you find yourself in
dozens of racks of new and gently used clothing,
including a boutique section with name-brand apparel
at a fraction of the retail price.
At checkout, you'll notice unique projects made
available by The FARM, including their Hydroponic
at Home jars, where you can grow herbs, flowers, and
other smaller produce in your own hydroponic unit.
Name brands. Dietary foods and supplements.
Healthy and hygiene products. Miniature hydroponic
units for your home. This isn't your run-of-the-mill
thrift store. It's Country Thrift Market.
Even better? Every dollar spent at Country Thrift
Market helps support the mission of Greater Wash.
Co. Food Bank. Come see everything for yourself!

Partnering with
The FARM will
help fund
educational
opportunities...
February 2021

FARM FRESH GOODS
Fresh cage-free eggs and produce from The FARM available
The component of Country Thrift Market that is exciting all of their customers is the
new availability of fresh, cage-free eggs and various produce grown on The FARM.
Partnering with The FARM will help fund educational opportunities related to growing
ones own food. Stop by today to pick up yours, as they sell out quickly each day.
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